
The nenc, 3.therforC e:+zLns, floai&ed in populations of 20 to 30 tk.ousxA 
birds during the 1800s , kut chaq;es in kond-USC, ~12s heavy hunting; prcssqc from 
increasing i lULlbc?~S cf people on the islads, md she ravages of im~or t ed animals 
on the eggs and young, reduzcd the nalbers of geese to the vani &ing point. 

In their effort to save the gene, the Teri-it0rj.d rqildlife 2xithori 5 es hme 
captured a few pairs of birds and perxed thor;; in an i s&its6 Lp.mc m,xi~~csc;it area 
to oiicourq~e natural rcpl-o&c$ion, Since the paired birds k6fl fi@lt otkcr :DOSC 
couples, thy must be kept in separate cxlosurcs. WLJ ol;e of the conlcs nested 
thie 77-w. o .eL Two goslings hatched from tke forr eggs lzui.J m&d ti-Lev a;-~ A, L Z;llrivhg. 

The uniyx2ness of Ez;:aii s ~;J<3.(?lif o consists piwtly ij.1 the fact that,, except 
for a limited native song bird population a.d some q&es of watcrfor-rl and &ore 
birds, oil of the i7landiz' 1 I birds ald animals l-zvo bean irqortcd by XX?, 2:~. 
Euthxford uOi:lts out, Importations arc cLillcd lloxOticsfr, <?;1 :‘L Xami i i S tilC!l’cfore 
a laborator$ for stuQi.ng &otic managomont, ho says, The Polynesians, first people 
to come to the islands, brou&t iz one s-pocios of rat, 2nd pigs Xd JlXl&C fOT.!l-- 
which become wild. Later EkYoyean aid American ships and i,mmiC~ents introduced 
Fi rre0-n s, pheasants, gcmse, quail, c?oves, lxrtrid~es, turkeys, rats, ~~on~OOsCS, 
shiep, ;‘;oat s , ~~~5~ nxnero;ls other creatures. 

Introduction of pigs a>d rats ~;as enoy$ i;; itself to encl7ilyer tI!e eiicler?.ic; 
or native, Hawaiian waterfo~~ri. because of t2ei.r de-oredations on nests <aiT. ~T7Xg, 
according~ to KC, 3itherford. ’ Zhis depred.ati&, L however , yas increased by releasing 
mongooses on some of t-x islands to kill rats. Kl.thcq$ the mongooses killed some 
rats , they ,also preyed heavily on game birds. ?kese zme birds included tke more 
recently introduced quail, phexxnts, and other birds the ,?erritoy viisked to manage 
for sport, 

The numbers of feral sheep and :vats gazing on the ran.yes of ke VaSirJuS 
iskands also created problems in +he loss o1 * 1mbiC,at--tl:le ~destrxtioii of Cover Fnd 
subsequent erosion of tile soil. Today the g-oz.&t, sheep, and pigs are ClaSSed as 
,gme ,and arc hunted as ~‘mainlm,ders!l bunt doer. Eurti:yr, in some arcas, has _ 



reduced this. II0 ~arn&~ to such low numbers that seasons must be imposed to insure 
future sport. The Japanese, or ‘!axis” , deer--which wore brought to Pblakai Island, 
during the last century as a $ift to the King--also offer possibilities for trans- 
planting to the other islands to add to hunting opportunities, ET. Rutherford says. 
The Territory is now studying these acclgmated deer to dotermine if ach transplant- 
ing oporations arc advisable, 

As in parts of tl~c U. S., the principal g‘ame bird is tho ring-necked pheasant. 
Large concentrations of these birds--up to 206 per square mile in some places--make . 
for cxccllcnt hunting. Bcsidcs the ringnccks, the pheasants of Hawaii include the 
introduced green, blue or versicolor species; and the variety of hforids that result. 
A big problem in tile management of pheasants, at present, is the increased use of 
weed killers by agriculturists, according to Mr. Rutherford. These chemicals prevent 
the gro?Jth and production of weed seeds that pheasants need for food. 

Populations of quail are being increased in the Hawaiian Islands under a Ped- 
eral Aid project for the construction of rain-collecting devices, popularly called 
“gallinaccous g~zzlers’~ , Mr. Rutherford says. Those concrete drinking fountains 
make it possible for arid lands to support more quail. Pheasants and other birds 
also use the guzzlers. 

A flight of pintail ducks winters in the islands, according to Mr. Rutherford. 
Where they go to brcod’in the summer, no one knows for cert,ain. To find out, 200 
of the approximately 1,200 wintering pintails wore balded last season--probably the 
highest proportion of waterfowl yet-banded from ono migration. The Tcrritoryls 
conservationists hope to find out through the return of bands whether the flight of 
ducks is using an established flyway, or whether the route is part of the Pacific 
flyway . 

Prom Congressional appropriations for the Pittman-Robertson wildlif c rcstora- 
tion work, $10,000 was apportioned to Hax\raii for the currant fiscal year for rc- 
search and dovelopmont projects. 
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